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ASU POLICE INTRODUCE
A NEW SAFETY APP
Over the last few months,
Savannah has seen a rising spike
in crime. With some of that
crime taking place just miles from
the ASU campus, Armstrong
police are asking students to
take necessary precautions. On
Tuesday, February 17, gunfire was
reported in the Windsor Forest
neighborhood. Although no one
was injured, the Armstrong Police
Department wants to remind
students and faculty about the
importance of personal safety.
As crime increases in the
Coastal Empire, ASU Police are
working hard to make sure that the
crime stays clear from the campus.
But ASU Police Chief, Wayne
Willcox, says the department
relies partly on the teamwork
provided by students and staff.
The safety of our community is
a shared responsibility and the
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police rely upon information
provided by our students, faculty,
and staff."
A good way to communicate to
ASU police, as well as, improving
personal safety is by downloading
a new app to your smartphone.
It s called
Pirate Guardian
Personal Safety App and can he
downloaded for free to both iOS
and Android devices.
The app provides a number
of features, like the emergency
connection. If in trouble, the
individual can contact the
emergency connection, whether it
be ASU Police or 911 ifoff campus.
That
emergency
connection
provides
law
enforcement
with the exact location of the
person's whereabouts. The app
also includes a guardian timer
function. According to Chief
Willcox, this function allows users
to designate people they trust, like

family and friends, as guardians.
Users can then set a timer while
they are traveling around campus
or around the city. If the timer
is not deactivated, the app will
notify the guardians and police
that the user did nor make it to
their destination within the set
time limit. It will also provide
the phone's location and allow
guardians to check on the user.
The app also allows users to
provide anonymous tips and
pictures to police.
Harley Adams is a first year
student who lives on campus.
She says that she's never had
an incident, but remains alert
because of the campus being so
open to the public. Adams thinks
the app is a good idea, especially
for students. "I believe it is a very
good app for students to have.
1 think Armstrong is safe but
everyone should always he aware
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The Pirate Guardian Personal Safety App includes features to ensure safety for students, faculty, and staff

of their surroundings and always
let people know where they are
especially if alone."
To download the app, users
can search RAVE GUARDIAN
in their app store. Once installed,
the app will guide users through

signing up with ASU Police, as
well as informing users on how to
use the app.
The
Armstrong
campus
continues to be a safe area for
everyone. ASU Police confirmed
that no criminal offenses or

arrests took place on ASU's
campus in 2014 and so far none
in 2015. Still, ASU Police want
students and staff to be informed
and remain cautious, because an
incident could happen at any
time.

Black Women's Empowerment Day
BY RE NA ALI

L™

Black Women's Empowerment
Day was held Feb. 23, by the
Office of Multicultural Affairs,
as part of Black History Month.
The day was divided into three
parts: the Expo, the Natural Hair
Forum, and Black Women &
Health.

EFAWD

B
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acuity garner to listen to the speakers and performers of the Black Women's
Empowerment dinner

This week in

World News

The Expo was filled with local,
independent, African American
owned-businesses, such as the
Nappy Hutt, Kainat Josephine,
Damsel in Defense, Sharonda W.
Johnson Consulting, Sisters, and
Unforgettable Bakery & Cafe.
Belinda
Baptiste of
the
Unforgettable Bakery & Cafe
said, "As a community, this is a
great opportunity for Black small
businesses to advertise and for us
to meet one another as business
owners."
SAAS
(Student
African
American Sisterhood) and Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority were also in
attendance.
Desiree Adams, a junior, said

that she's happy to be at the Black learn about new styles, since I just
Women's Empowerment Day as started going natural."
a SAAS member, for her working
Waajid's advice to black women
with an organization that helps is to "embrace who you are and
to empower and inspire African accept who your friends are", to
Americans and other minorities "learn your hair", and learn the
to reach their academic goals ingredients that make up the
lends fulfillment. Adams also said products that go into it.
that SAAS hopes to start a mentor
Throughout
her
lecture,
program for the community.
Waajid emphasized, "healthy hair
Shawntel M. Waajid of Nappy regardless of texture is good hair".
Hutt was the speaker at the
Next on the agenda for the
Natural Hair Forum. Waajid's Black Women's Empowerment
lecture focused on the policing of day was the "Black Women
Black women s hair throughout and Sexual Health" forum. The
the years (as a means of clas discussion was led by Lekara
sification in the Declaration of Simmons, a Coastal Health and
Independence and the more Armstrong alumni. Simmons
recent military hair regulation advocated safe sex practices and
policies) and
the resulting earlier sex education classes for
generational curse and denial of the youth. She was delighted with
identity and culture Black women the sharing of knowledge and
deal with in regards to their hair. answering any questions within
She emphasized, "You can't the discussion. Simmons stressed
regulate DNA."
that as Black women and women

Yinessa Lee, a junior Zeta Phi of color, we are responsible for
Beta, said that she was "really our sexual health."
interested in the Natural Hair
Forum for tips, advice, and to
WOMEN | PAGE 6

The Rise of Rape
Culture

BY R UBY RIZ VI
NEWS E DITOR

NEWS.INKWELL@GMAIL.COM

As generational shifts change,
so do moral ideals, pop-culture
fads, and societal norms.
One norm within society that
has plagued our generation is
that of rape culture, and it has
taken on many forms and shows
no prejudice.
Rape culture, was coined to
signify the passive attitude towards
the concept and act of rape, the
victims, and the normalization of
physical, mental, and emotional
aggression towards a person,
particularly women.
Over the past 30 years, rape
culture has taken the world by
storm, and it's a problem that
almost all cultures face.
India is assumed to he the
rape capital of the world, with
approximately 300,000 crimes
against women being reported
annually and over 25,000 of

those being rape cases. In the Whittenburg said "as women,
more recent years, India has it becomes our responsibility
seen increases in the number to make a change. We need to
of reported cases. However, the get more men to be our allies.
voices of those harassed have not We also need to start educating
gone unheard.
men young about how to treat
Men, women, elderly, and women."
adolescents cam'e together this
India, however, is not the
past week in Mumbai to protest only country that suffers from
against the unequal treatment of numerous cases of rape and
women in India.
harassment. The National Rape
The protesters marched to Crisis Center reported that
fight for the social and economic United States has the highest
equality of women. Although the number of rape cases in the world,
government has already put laws with an overwhelming average of
in place protecting women and 84,000 rapes reported a year.
victims of harassment, many feel
Despite this, many still argue
it is not enough to stop to the that rape and rape culture is
rising number of sexual assault not a problem. "I believe that
incidents.
rape culture is real, and that it a
Protests and rallies- have been problem," Whittenburg said. "It
popping up all over the country is real, and it's caused by the mis
in attempt to create a safer interpretation, intentional or not,
environment for women.
of social and religious ideologies,
Head
of
the office of
RISE | PAGE 6
Multicultural
Affairs
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Speaker Dr. Jennifer Wyse discussed language
families and the Atlantic slave trade

Language,
Race,
Ethnicity,
and Slavery
BY E LIJAH CI APK-

The Afro-Latino talk took integration influenced them not
place Feb. 18 at the Ogeechee acknowledging race."
Theater. The talk covered African
Many Latin American countries
and Latino culture, including have decided to stopped recording
language varieties, race, and race within nationwide census
slavery.
in hopes to eliminate racism. By
Jennifer Wyse started the refusing to acknowledge race,
discussion with the background the governments have created
of race and ethnicity. She went a different kind of racism, one
into depth defining race, saying that relies on the ethnocentrism
that race did not exist until of individuals trying to maintain
colonization", and how slavery their identities.
tooted the word.
Sophomore
english
Wyse also discussed race communication major Daniel
within Latin America and its Wright said "the talk was
societal impact. "The law in beneficial to me. It opened my
South America was different," eyes to see that my heritage was
Wyse said. "Since it was more spread out than I thought
different, a lot of mixing and it was."

»

Elizabeth De La Pena was the
last speaker of the night.
She touched on the influence of
race in Latin American languages.
In more detail, she explained that
language is a living thing. It can
grow, and die with the people who
use it.
Pena used this to explain how
it changed drastically for the
slaves pulled from Africa to the
Americas. Stephanie Molina, a
senior criminal justice major at
Armstrong said, "the talk was
informative and great. We don't
necessarily think about language
enough, so it should be talked
about more."

SPORTS
&Wellness

[2]T H E I N K W E L L
Alumni Arena Score
Record Broken
February 26,2015

BY ERIC EVERSLEY
STAFF WRITER

In a Peach Belt Conference
victory, the UNC Pembroke
men's basketball team set the
Alumni Arena scoring record
winning the contest 115-92
on Saturday afternoon on
Senior Day for the Pirates.
The Braves (23-4 14-4 PBC)
surpassed the old mark of 112
points set by Armstrong in a
112-65 win over Clark Atlanta
on November 22, 2003.
The Braves jumped out of
the gate hot, hitting their first
three three-point attempts
pushing out to a quick 9-2
lead. The Pirates followed
this hot shooting by sparking
a run of their own, cutting
the lead to just one, 18-17,
with 12:35 left after a layup
by Shaquiell Mitchel. Over

the next six minutes the
Braves would turn up their
intensity, going on a 19-4 run,
to build a 37-21 lead that it
would never relinquish.
At the break, the Braves
had a solid 59-35 lead after
shooting 71.4 percent from
the field (20-28) and hitting
7-of-8 three-pointers. The
Pirates
would
outscore
UNCP by just one point in
the second half, 57-56, and
shot 53.3 percent from the
floor after intermission, but
could recover after shooting a
mere 38.7 percent in the first
half.
UNCP finished the night
sinking 39-of-63 shots from
the
field
(61.9
percent)
and drilled 12-of-20 three
pointers
(60
percent).
Armstrong finished shooting
45.9 percent from the field

JOCK TALK WITH

(28-of-61) and made 5-of-9
three
pointers for
55.6
percent.
Both teams shot well from
the charity stripe with the
Pirates hitting 31-of-36 free
throws (86.1 percent) and
the Braves hitting 25-of-34
(73.5 percent).
Junior
Jonathan
Blair
would notch his season high
in scoring as he lead the
Pirates on tke night, scoring
28 points on 8-of-ll shooting
from the field and 12-of-13
from the free throw line.
"Try to go in with the same
mindset," Blair explained
on his plans for next year.
"1 just plan to continue to
let God use me and trust my
teammates and coaches."
Junior Shaquiell Mitchell
added
16
points,
while
redshirt freshman Jalen Green

The calm before the storm inside Armstrong Alumni Arena
had a career high night with
14 points. Junior Nicholas
Scott also added 14 points
while
senior
Emmanuel
Tiluscar scored 11.
Tiluscar was
the only
senior on the squad, and
was honored in a pre-game
ceremony before playing his
final home game in Alumni

Arena. "What I'll remember
the most are the good times
I've had with my team and
coaching staff," Tiluscar said
about his last home game.
"Though my last game at
Armstrong didn't end the.
way I wanted it to, I'm still
thankful that I have been

able to play the sport that I
love. Basketball has helped
me grow into a man and
has taught me so many life
lessons."
The Pirates season wraps
up Feb. 25, in St. Augustine,
Florida against the Flagler
Saints.

TRAVIS JAUDON

Guilty Until Pr oven Innocent
It has been months since the
court in Delaware to issue "an
world first witnessed the harrowing order of protection" mandating
video of Ray Rice hitting Janay
Busch stay away from Driscoll.
Rice in an elevator. That incident,
The court's reasoning? Busch's
however far in the past it might be, testimony (Busch cupped Driscoll's
still lingers over the world of
mouth and asked her to leave
professional sports today.
his motorhome) was "simply
Well, maybe not the incident
implausible."
itself. Perhaps it's better to say that
A restraining order, which is
the manner in which that situation
more or less what the court issued,
was handled still lingers over the
is one thing, but taking that as
sports world. We know that
a burden of guilt is a completely
NFL Commissioner Goodell
different thing. Commissioner
and company botched their
Jones and NASCAR failed to see
investigation of the elevator
the difference. Jones suspended
incident, and it is becoming more
Busch immediately following the
and more evident that other pro
Delaware decision despite the fact
sports leagues are terrified of doing that no criminal or civil charges
the same.
had ever been levied against the
Take NASCAR for instance.
driver. Why is that? Simple. In the
Commissioner David Jones
pro sports world of 2015, guilty
suspended driver Kurt Busch
until proven innocent is the new
"indefinitely" last week after '
standard.
Busch's ex-wife Patricia Driscoll
Busch, who has 25 career
accused die driver of domestic
Sprint Cup victories and one
abuse. An incident that occurred
championship, may be done
on Sept. 26, 2014 caused a family
racing forever. If Busch committed

the alleged crimes then he deserves
to be punished to the full extent,
but what if he didn't? What if he's
innocent? That question may have
been answered a year ago, but after
the Ray Rice saga, the guilt is
presumed long before the question

of innocence is ever asked.
Gil Wagner, a Busch fan from
Illinois told Dan Wetzel of
Yahoo Sports that "NASCAR
is overstepping their bounds"by
suspending Busch despite a
conviction of guilt.
Wagner went on to say that
"because the NFL dropped the ball
so badly on Ray Rice, K urt Busch
is going to be made an example
of." I tend to agree.
No longer in sports does the
average fan assume innocence. I
can certainly see why.
The likes of Aaron Hernandez,
Alex Rodriguez, and Ray Rice
have made it hard to do so. But
Busch is different. No charges were
filed. Thus, Busch has no crime to

t>'

Softball vs.
Carson-Newman at
Spartanburg, S.C. 6:00
PM

Feb. 28
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Softball vs. North
Greenville at
Spartanburg, S.C. 9:00
AM
Softball vs. Brevard at
Spartanburg, S.C. 1:00
PM
Women's Tennis at
Georgia College 1:00
PM
Men's Tennis at Georgia
College 1:00 PM
Baseball at Ga.
Southwestern 5:00 PM
Softball vs. Queens
(N.C.) at Spartanburg,
S.C. 11:00 AM
Baseball at Ga.
Southwestern 1:00 PM
Softball vs. Mars Hill at
Spartanburg, S.C. LOO
PM

#»

WT

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Regan Smith prior to practice
at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla., on
Saturday, Feb. 21, 2015. Smith has replaced Kurt Busch in the
Daytona 500 after Busch was indefinitely suspended by NASCAR
story. Then, only a few days later,
NASCAR suspends Busch. Make
no mistake: that isn't coincidence.
NASCAR didn't want to deal
with this kind of exposure, they
couldn't take that Goodell-like
rusk. David Jones and NASCAR
didn't wait to suspend Busch.
Zero criminal charges, plus
zero civil charges, equals
indefinite suspension; so is the
disciplinary math of professional

sports. Botched incident after
botched incident have caused
overcorrection on the part of
spOrts leagues and people like
Busch are paying for it. If he's
guilty, make him pay. If h e's not,
let him play. But for god sakes
man, shouldn't we at least know
which one he is? NASCAR has
made its mind up, sadly, we may
soon have no choice but to Mindly
join them.

Pirates Drop First
Series of Season

A I rr \ D . .. -x .
BY• fCALEB
BA ILEY

Feb. 27
•

legally pay for. However, 'legally'
is a funny word in sports these
days. Instead of waiting until the
investigation was complete or even
truly begun, NASCAR played it
safe, and suspended its driver on
the grounds of mere accusations.
He may be guilty, he may be
innocent, but NASCAR ain't
takin' no chances.
Professional sports are walking
on thin ice by assuming guilt more
often than not these days. Since
Rice was assumed innocent, until
proven guilty, the sports world
has been scared to allow such
I processes to occur again.
It is clear actions such as Jones
suspending Busch are now the
norm, and it has everything to do
with image, and nothing to do
with justice.
Patricia Driscoll was on a
media rampage last week giving
interviews with multiple national
outlets and generally just causing
a scene to give her side of the

•
•
•

Women's Tennis at
USC Aiken 1:00 PM
Men's Tennis at USC
Aiken 1:00 PM
Baseball at Ga.
Soudiwestern 4:00 PM.

March 2
•

Women's Golf vs.
Armstrong Pirate
Women's Invitational

March 3
•

•

•
•
•

Women's Golf vs.
Armstrong Pirate
Women's Invitational
Men's Tennis vs.
Southern New
Hampshire 10:00 AM
Women's Tennis vs.
Assumption 2:00 PM
Men's Tennis vs.
Assumption 2:00 PM
Baseball at Claflin 3:00
PM

March 4
•

Women's Tennis vs.
UNC Pembroke 2:00
PM

STAFF WRITER

Late Innings Bury Pirates
BY KAYLA BERNS

Single runs in the fifth and sixth
innings were just enough to let
Rollins University slip past the
Armstrong Pirates softball team
Feb. 22 for a 4-3 loss at Pirate
Field.
Rollins wasted no time getting
on the board in the bottom of the
first, putting Armstrong in an early
hole.
Armstrong fought back though
in the third inning when senior
shortstop Alexis Mercer's sacrifice
fly and junior 3rd baseman Ashley
Sterritt s two-run homer drove the
Pirates to a 3-2 lead.
"I was nervous, two outs of
course a batter feels some sort of
pressure upon themselves," Sterritt
said, "I saw a pitch that I thought 1
could get a hold of and swung like
coach taught me. Thankfully I got
ahold of it."
Unfortunately that would be
all the offense the Pirates would
muster. Rollins got timely hits in

both the fifth and sixth innings
and scored one run in each to
eventually take a 4-3 lead that
would become the final.
Sterritt said, "As a team we
wanted to have strong defense
because we know Rollins is a good
hitting team and unfortunately
Rollins had the key hits when they
needed them."
Junior Peyton Roth and
freshman Autumn Parrish
added singles and Senior Rachel
Reynolds smacked a double in the
tough offensive day for the Pirates
in which they mustered only five
hits.
Sophomore Jane Trzaska gave up
seven hits and struck out four and
suffered the loss on the mound
pulling her record to 43 on the
season.
Armstrong (7-6) will retake the
field against Carson-Newman in
Spartanburg, S.C at 6 p.m. in the
2015 Mid-South Classic.

After a pummeling of the
Paine College Lions Feb 17,
the Pirates traveled to Florence,
South Carolina this past
weekend to take on the Francis
Marion University Patriots in
their first road series of the
season. The Pirates endured a
pair of losses that began with a
one run loss on Saturday, Feb 21.
The Pirates jumped out to a
3-0 lead in the top of the third
after they recorded RBIs on
three straight at bats. Senior
Tyler Avera scored junior Will
Austin on a single, Junior
Kendrick Thompson tripled and
brought home Avera. Senior RJ
Dennard finished off the scoring
run with a double RBI.
The Patriots rallied back in
the bottom of the fifth inning,
plating four runs and gaining
a lead they never relinquished.
Casey Clauss headed off the rally
with a RBI double.
The Pirates fell to the Patriots
5-4 for their first Peach Belt
Conference loss of the season.
Corey Kafka took the loss,
his first of the season, while
throwing five and a third innings
with five hits and four strikeouts.
"A lot of things weren't

going our way this weekend,"
Thompson said, It was a tougl
weekend. The other team came
out to play. We made a couple
of mistakes throughout the ball
games this weekend, mentally a
physically. We basically defeatec
ourselves. We were our own
enemies."
The doubleheader on Sunday
was cut down to,a single game
as the second was cut short and
canceled due to rain. The Patric
rallied in the bottom of the
seventh to sneak away with a 5-3
victory.
Freshman Chandler Corley pi
his team on the board first with
huge two RBI double in the top
of the fifth with two outs staring
him in the face. The Patriots
answered the two runs with one
of their own after a sacrifice RBI
on a bunt by Clauss.
The Pirates extended their leac
to 3-1 after Dennard reached firs
on a throwing error that allowed
Avera to sco.re in the top of the
sixth inning.
The Patriots then began another
big rally in the bottom of the nex
inning that was headed by three
consecutive RBIs and a throwing
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T E S T P HI K APPA P HI
The Armstrong State University Chapter of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
extends its congratulations to the following new 2015 initiates who were selected for membership.
Membership is drawn from the top 7.5% of last-term juniors and the top 10% of seniors,
along with outstanding graduate students, faculty and alumni.

THE HONOR

SOCIETY OF

PHI KAPPA PHI

Amanda Janet Merrill
Barbara Lynne O'Brophy
RexYongaan Pe

Elizabeth Bartholomew
JoyV. B urdine
Rebecca Suzanne C arter
Rachael L. Crawford
Tamara C rowley
ChelseyA. Drinkard
Jacqueline Rita E verett
Stephen C. G rotto II
Jeremy H aynes
Nicholas Orion J ackson
Gabriel V. J ohnson
Melanie Johnson
F. Montgomery M artin Jr.
Na'eemah M assey
Chelsea J. M cLendon
MacyA. McNair
Lily A Oberhelman
Christine B. P atterson
Sarah Emily P hillips
Crystal P ittman
Sherelle S hip

Lauren Elizabeth Perry

Jessica S. S mith

Juanita C. Pratt
Clarissa Price
Adam Michael Scott
Thomas Waters

Julie S teidman
Tirae A. S tevens
Andrea S ulzona
LeBria Walcott
David W. W hidden Jr.
Kelsey Z ittrouer

FACULTY
Sara Gremillion

ALUMNI
Tara Lynn Gergacs

GRADUATE STUDENTS
Bilquis Amatus-Salaam
Rachel M. Angus
Sarah Barbee
Sandthaunia Ayana Bryant
uerrien uennis
Natalie Edgeworth
Phillip Gore
Angela Merie Grace
Chelsea Marie Heinning
Betina Jones
Christine Kemp
Matthew Kenreich
Daniel Edward Mauck

Mallory EmileWhatley

SENIORS
Thomas A llen
KelliJ. Anderson

JUNIORS

Destinee A ndrews
Katherine B abineau

Erika S. A ndres
Lauren A shley
Michael B rannen Jr.

Emily B ressler
Chelsey N. C anady
Benjamin F. C hopson
Catherine C ofield
Rebecca L. Fender
Sarah A. G arner
Bethany H. Gill
Sarah Harmon
KyleW. Hutchins
Thomas N. K avoori
Portia K eene
Maggie Allen L ambert
KimberlyAnne M andigo
Elaine Paige M ills
Courtney A. N ash
Sarah N esbit
Jaz'Myne Nixon
April Norton
Patricia O day
Sabria Pinckney
Christian P ye
Jesse Reisman
Rebekah L. Robinson
Katherine A. R odgers
Peyton R oth
Anna R uff
Shellie Ruff
Erin I. Steele
Hannah Towhey
Johnna W ard
Darby W iggins
Jacqueline E. Z antow

Let the love of learning rule humanity
Armstrongxdu/ Academics/phi_kappa_phi
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Arts &
Entertainment
Jeff B landford: 200
Pounds of Clay

•

BY AY ANNA THOMPSON

Jeff Bland ford assists students in developing ceramics skills.
^

Jeff Bla ndford demonstrates wheel techniques.

Hip Hop Flavor
Missing in Savannah
BY MA RI GLOVER
STAFF WR ITER

As American music's oftenmisunderstood stepchild, hip hop
has grown into one of the most
prevalent genres of music in pop
ular
culture today. Only in existence
over the last 40 years, hip hop
has managed to create a complete
sub-culture that has expanded into
international acclaim.
But where in Savannah can we
explore this bewildering culture of
music enveloped in stories of pain,
glory, tragedy and triumph?
In a city so deeply rooted in
music, you would think that a force
like hip hop would be easy to find.
Such is not the case, but why?
While exploring downtown
Savannah, you are going to
stumble-upon few establishments
that incorporate hip hop into their
normal weekly line ups.
Barrelhouse South, stands less
than one year old, yet manages
to bring an eclectic array of
performances to their venue.
Robert Hall, in charge of event
booking, explains that they

Hiring friendly and hardworking employees!
fe with class schedules,
at panerabread.com/jobs

f

showcase regional acts spanning
numerous genres. Amongst these
acts are a number of hip hop and
funk shows, featuring names like
Kid Psych and Dope Sandwich.
Next door on Congress Street,
the longest running weekly musical
event in Savannah is held; Hip Hop
night at The Jinx.
Every Tuesday for the past eleven
years, Hip Hop artists covering all
styles a nd backgrounds congregate
to display their skills for peer review.
Stephen Baumgardner has been
hosting Hip Hop night for the
majority of its run. His contribution
to the local Hip Hop scene makes
him recognized as one of the
founding members of the record
label, Dope Sandwich. According
to Baumgardner, "There's a lot
of really goo d artists around here.
They might not have the oudets
that I feel should be more open to
them."
The outlets that Baumgardner
speaks of were seemingly eliminated
upon the unveiling of hip hop's
new image. Hip Hop's name
became synonymous with violence,
especially among African-American
youth. In present culture "gangster
rap" or "trap rap", subgenres of
Hip Hop, are very popular. These
sub-genres portray stories of the rise
from poverty, containing graphic
images of violence.
Camouflage was
well-known
Savannah rapper that was on
the brink of stardom before his
untimely death in mid-2003.
"When Hip Hop night was getting
big, that was around tire time of

Camouflage dying. Tire media was
just taking that 'look how violent it
is, Camouflage died' perspective,"
Baumgardner said.
Tire violent image of Hip Hop
has undeniably grown over the
last twenty five years. Hip Hop is
not only about life's struggles, and
sometimes accompanying violence,
but in many ways a celebration
of lessons learned. However, hip
hop's violent image is not the
exclusionary factor for all. Jeff
De Rosa, bar manager of The
Treehouse, views hip hop with a
different perspective. He claims dre
profitability of live h ip hop shows
is n ot as favorable as a DJ with top
forty dance music. He also believes
that dre appeal of paying money to
see an unknown act is not matched
to that of spending money on
alcoholic beverages in bars with no
covers.
In theory dris makes sense
because Savannah is a tourist town.
Today's often eclectic music listener
is b ound to recognize and enjoy a
long lineup of Hip Hop classics.
The names of rappers that
continuously perfonrr downtown
are few and far between. Most
of what would be considered
mainstream rap artists perform
outside of the Downtown area at
venues like Karma nightclub and
Island Breeze. As time passes and
the cultural melring pot that is
dre U.S. continues to thicken, it
is important to remember to add
in new flavor. Incorporating new
tastes will o nly relinquish a savory
outcome.

Renowned ceramicist and glass
blower, Jeff Blandford, visited the
Armstrong ceramics studio Feb. 19
to demonstrate his wheel-throwing
techniques. He also threw 200
pounds of clay at S.RA.C.E.
on Feb. 20, making his visit to
Savannah an influential one for
students.
He was invited by the art
department after Professor "Mac"
McCusker and her student, Shawn
Patrick, witnessed Blandford's
talent on the wheel at a workshop
in North Carolina.
"Jeff is such a cool, down to
earth person. He has a different
look on clay and he pushes [his
limits]. He referred to [throwing
on] the wheel as not for making
pots, [but rather] for making
parts," said student Shawn Patrick.
Blandford graduated in 2007
from Michigan State University
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Studio Arts with a concentration
in ceramics. The potter has been .
working with clay for 12 years
but describes his experience to be
better measured in pounds of clay
rather than years. Jeff has thrown
a whopping 100,000 pounds of
clay to date with his largest piece
weighing in at about 400 pounds.

Ceramics is a very physically
demanding craft and Blandford
states that he stays in shape for
his work by constandy being on
the wheel. He prefers width over
height and has set a record for
some of the largest ceramic pieces
in the United States. What's
equally astounding is that he began
on the wheel by teaching himself
in high school. Blandford says he
first tried clay because "[he] can't
draw and [he] can't paint.
"My art teacher said 'we have
these wheels if you want to teach
yourself, so I stayed after school
and taught myself a litde bit every
day and studied ceramics by the
time I got to college," Blandford
said.
He explained that he is inspired
by unconventional influences
that are not art, like furniture
design, architecture, glass blowing,
[farming] and nature. Blandford
also looks up to Dale Chihuly,
an artist that specializes in glass
blowing and is influenced by his
work and the themes behind it.
Harriet Zabusky-Zand, a student
who was a part of the group that
Blandford worked with, said "He
was so patient and willing to [help
anyone drat asked] He worked

with everyone individually [despite
their skill- level]."
Back at the studio, he interacted
with students who were eager
to learn from his skill-bank
concerning the craft. Harriet
Zabusky-Zand, a student who was
a part of the group that Blandford
worked with, said "He was so
patient and willing to [help anyone
that asked] He worked with
everyone individually [despite their
skill- level]."
Jeff Blandford's work is
extremely profound yet relatable
to the consumer. He claims that
he would like to be remembered
as "someone willing to share
knowledge and help others skip
the steps that he could not."
Blandford currendy resides on
an organic farm in Fennville,
Michigan nesded on about five
acres of land. His home includes
five barns that he has transformed
into studios for both his ceramic
work and glassblowing. The
property is also conveniently
situated on top of a wealth of clay.
Volmod is his own art gallery,
which stands for "Voluptuous.
Modern. Ceramic." Here, he
offers people the opportunity to
view and buy his work.

Upcoming
Events
Feb. 26
Live music wkh Brian Bazemoie
at The Shrimp Factory
Live music with Eric Culberson
Band at Bayou Cafe
Live mus ic with Jason Bible at
River House Seafood
Live music with Mobtos at
Tybee Island Social Club
Live music with Southern
Maple at Rocks on the Roof
Free genealogy class at
Southwest Chatham Library
10 a.m.
Chili Dinner at Thunderbolt
Museum Noon
Everything is T errible! presents
'Legends' at Graveface Records
and Curiosities 7 p.m.
Vinyl Appreciation Night at
Foxy Loxy 7 p.m.
Water by the Spoonful' at
Jenkins Hall Black Box Theatre
7:30 p.m.
SCAD presents 'Clybourne

Park' a t The Lucas Theatre 8
p.m.
Live music with Blackrune at
The Sentient Bean 8 p.m.

Feb. 27
•

•

•

•

"Potable Gold,' Savannah's
Madeira
Tradition
at
Davenport House Museum
5:30 p.m.
Water by the Spoonful' at
Jenkins Hall Black Box Theater
7:30 p.m.
Savannah Stage Company
presents 'Poe' at Ampersand 8
p.m.
SCAD presents 'Clyboume
Park' at Th e Lucas Theater 8
p.m.

Feb. 28
•

•

'FUNdamentalsofBeekeeping'
at Oatland Island Wildlife and
Education Center 8 a.m.
'Potable Gold,' Savahnah's
Madeira
Tradition
at

•

•

•

•

Davenport House Museum
5:30 p.m.
Water by the Spoonful' at
Jenkins Hall Black Box Theater
7:30 p.m.
Savannah Stage Company
presents 'Poe' at Ampersand 8
p.m.
SCAD presents 'Clyboume
Park' at T he Lucas Theatre 8
p.m.
'Romantic Expressions' Piano
in theArts concert at Armstrong
Fine Arts Auditorium 8 p.m.

March 1
•

•

Auditions for 'Beauty and the
Beast' at Savannah Children's
Theater 3 p.m.
Willie Nelson and Family a t
Johnny Mercer Theatre 7 p.m.

March 2
•

Auditions for 'Beauty and die
Beast' at Savannah Children's
Theater 7 p.mTheater 7 PM

Big Boi (pictured above) is one of the few Hip Hop artists from Savannah, Georgia. He
hosted an album listening party at Frozen Paradise Night Club in May 2010

Arts &
Entertainment
u
§i lent Spotlight: Yair Munoz
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Iwas tired and saw this as an

In 2013, he was in a jail cell

I got enough courage. Idecided
that it was time to speak out and
say that it wasn't ok."
he currendy pays $9,000 a

unfamiliar faces that kept die

semester to attend Armstrong,

room packed and tepid. Time

roughly as much as he paid for

went by slow and the person in

tuition, room and board, and his

charge of hailing him out wasn't
answering.

overall trip to Central America.

1 m going to call Domino's and
have a pizza delivered," he joked.

in San Jose, Costa Rica where he
remained for about five mondis
eating homemade Tico food with
a family of five.
There, he didn't diink much
on what had occurred die year

In 2012, federal policy known as
DACA granted Yair legal presence
in the United States. It gave him

Regents meeting in the Student

civil disobedience against the GA
undocumented students from the
top five universities in the state.

to learn from those who had

organized a scholarship to

experiencecf what he was yet to go

benefit those who had excelled

through.
At 21, he is a member of tire

years in school. The process was

Savannah Undocumented

open to everyone. It involved an

Youth Alliance and helps set

application, essay, and interview.

up workshops around the city
explaining the situation drat

later, the idea of studying in

undocumented students go

They started with the valedictorian

another country under DACA

through in the state.

and made their way down the class

was more realistic than attending

rank. Yair tracked the pattern.

Senator and President of HOLA.

a public university in die state of

Ranking number five, he assumed

Georgia.

His leadership skills have landed

he would be selected.

him a spot in GALEO's Intitute of

But then something happened.

Yair has served as an Armstrong

Leadership in Adanta.

"Numbers one, two, three,

He currently lobbies at the

and four were called. Then they
skipped me, and called up number
»>

of-state tuition as an Armstrong

College Ban, a policy diat bars

organizing. In Georgia, he began

committee called the winners.

When he was arrested a year

Rica than it is for him to pay out-

Yair had done it as an act of

the top of his class.

During honors night, the

abroad for a semester in Costa

Union Ballroom.

At Armstrong, he became
involved. In Savannah, he started

the most throughout their four

it was cheaper for him to study

for interrupting a GA Board of

down.

senior, for example, he ranked at
A local scholarship committee

Due to Board of Regents policy,

before when he was arrested

Armstrong. Even then, he knew
it wasn't sufficient of him to settle

one would expect. When he was a

circumstances.

and he was unboarding a plane

private scholarships to enroll at

like him to get to college, or at least

and travel abroad under certain

to last semester,

enough funding through

abide to the policies that force him
But there are ways for students

the opportunity to work, study,

"I'm hungry."

In the fall of 2011, he procured

High School in 2011, he must
to pay out-of-state tuition.

As an undocumented student,

for about eight hours. Looking
around, he smiled at all the

Yair didn't give up, however.

years and graduating from Brooks

something that is wrong," he said.

Yair went from being arrested
by Armstrong police to studying
abroad in Costa Rica.

Fast forward

despite living in Georgia for 12

opportunity to speak out against

I na span of a year and a half,

SIX.

pirate while covering for living

Capitol in favor of in-state tuition
for undocumented students with

"I was heartbroken," he said. "I

expenses.
The GA Board of Regents does

1: Biology major

DACA, studies Biology to one

felt like Iwasn't good enough at

construction to pay for tuition at

the moment. 1 didn't go to school

Armstrong.

not recognize DACA as proof of

for two days. Ieven missed my AP

lawful presence in the state, so

exam."

ourtesy of ageemac.com

day become a doctor, and works

#THROWBACK THURSDAY

Style

BY ARIELLE POW ELL

aylee Maride

What is your favorite piece
out of your closet?

Freshman, Biology

I love my black converse because
they go with everything.

What are your favorite
stores to shop at? Why?
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Do you prefer heels or
flats? Why?
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It depends on what kind of tone I'm
going for. I w
ear heels if I'm showing

G

off my legs and going for a classy

ASC's Cross Country Team Excels in PBAC

look. I wear flats for just a more
INSIDE**

everyday look.

In ibfe ime, Aweife w
jpl- her afa&ityrm in
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What do you suggest for
students who are trying to
find theirown style?
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I like to find things that aren't generic, things that people haven't
seen before. Go with whatever
makes you feel comfortable.
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Women

FROM PAGE I

Black Women's Empowerment
day .came to a close with a
dinner organized by SAAS and
the zeta Phi Beta sorority. The
dinner was composed of musical
performances such as that of
Ahna Zackery, who started the
night with by playing the piano.
The keynote speaker for the event
was Lady Mahogany, a Savannah
native who has modeled for
designers such as Calvin Klein,
has owned her own businesses,
and has her own radio show.
She brought spirit to the
night and inspired the room
with her story of struggle and
come-up. "Pressure bursts pipes,"
Mahogany said, "but it also
makes diamonds." She reminded
everyone that no one is in control
of what happens to them, but
they do get to decide what to do
with the circumstances they are
presented.
Black H istory Month continues
until the end of February, then
the Women's Empowerment
Month starts in March.

for women teaching them how to
defend themselves and producing
pepper spray for self-defense, we
should be teaching boys not to
rape. "You don't teach someone
not to get shot, you teach people
not to shoot."

BACKPAGE
Photo Gallery:

Photographs by
Zach Machado
Staff Photographer

Check out the full gallery on our website: Theinkwellonline.com

Pirates

FROM PAGE 2

error that put them on top. The
four runs gave them a 5-3 lead
that would be the final score.
The third game was called in
the fourth inning due to rain and,
at this time, will not he made up.
Tyler Graham took his first loss
of the season with three hits and
four runs in two-thirds innings of
work.
While many Pirates realized
their mistakes, they know that
they must put the losses behind
them get ready for the next games.
"Losing a series is never fun, but
we can take a couple of good
things from this weekend," junior
Pete Nagel said, "We just have to
prepare next week and play better
fundamental baseball."
Coach Calvain Culberson
talked about the weekend's games
and how they will bounce back
from
the tough losses. "We need
FROM PAGE I
to get out and play another game
It's also caused by a generational and figure out a way to get back
disrespect of women."
on the winning track. We have
Sophomore political science to find a way to put that series
major and vice president of behind us and work to correct
Armstrong's Feminists United why we lost the games so it
group Marisol Estrada also doesn't happen again."
believes that rape culture is a
After the losses, the Pirates
problem.
stand at 9-3 overall with a 3-2
"You see it every day from PBC record. They hosted Claflin
the way we shame girls for what Feb. 24 and navel to Americus
they're wearing to how we treat March 28 to play the Purple
our women".
Hurricanes.
She went on to say that
she feels as if we as people are
promoting rape. She said that
instead of just having workshops

'In Defence' was one of the bands that played at Guild Hall on Feb. 19

Rise

'Trophy Wives'is a punk-rock all girls trio that played at the show
The band 'Shilo' played their last show at the Guild Hall

Campus Voices:

Do you prefer hard copy textbooks or e-textbooks? Why?
Photos by Ruby Rizvi

44 Hard copy. I

Mariah Mckenzie
Junior
psychology

like having it
tangible, and
flipping back
and forth.
It is more
convenient."

Melaijah Armstrong
Freshman
Law and society

Hard copy,
I hate
reading on
a screen.
T'keyah Dennis
Senior
Liberal Studies
English

Madison Ewbank
Freshman

Contact Us!
Lauren Purcell
Editor-in-Chief
Chief.inkwell@gmail.com

Hard copy.
I'm old
fashioned.
I prefer to
read a book
than look at
a screen.

Hard copy.
It's easier
to look at
pages and
get involved
in the
reading. w

MCC 202

Emily Smith
Arts Editor
Arts.inkwell@gmail.com

Ruby Rizvi
News Editor
News.inkwell@gmail.com

44 Hard copy,

it's important
to maintain
physical
textbooks
because
they're more
reliable.

Perrin Price
Senior
Sociology

44 Hard copy.

Aijalon Lawrence
Sophomore
Information
Technology

It's easier
to reread
something
and the
computer is
a strain on
the eyes. w
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